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Orchard Notes fo r March and April
By OFFICERS OF THE HORTICULTURAL BRANCH

OVER crops should be planted with
C
the first winter rains to ensure
satisfactory growth before the cold wet
weather sets in.
New Zealand Blue Lupins are the
favourite crop, particularly amongst
citrus orchardists. The lupin is a vigorous plant and produces excellent bulk.
Tick beans may be used as an alternative crop and are useful in shaded positions. They are extensively used in
commercial vineyards. Field peas may
also be planted but the bulk of green
material produced is much less than
from lupins or tick beans.
These three leguminous crops should
be sown at the rate of l i bushels per
acre. They should be planted with the
minimum amount of cultivation necessary to prepare a seed bed. Superphosphate at the rate of 1 cwt. per acre
should be included with up to l i cwt.
of potash if desired. Where no cover
crop is to be planted a dressing of superphosphate will assist the growth of
the volunteer weed crop.
Where legumes are being planted for
the first time it is advisable to innoculate the seed with an appropriate bacterial culture which is available from
the Department of Agriculture.
DISEASE AND PEST CONTROL
(a) Brown Rot of Citrus.—Apply a
seasonal spray of Bordeaux mixture at
4:4:40 strength about the third week in
April, covering the lower two thirds of
the tree. Low hanging branches which
drag on the ground should be shortened
and the foliage generally thinned to
allow light and air into the tree.
(b) White Wax Scale.—If a further
s
Pray is necessary to control this pest

it should be applied as early in March
as possible to destroy the insect before
the thick protective wax covering is
formed.
The following spray should be used:—
2£ gallons white spraying oil.
20 lb. washing soda.
100 gallons water.
(c) Fruit Fly.—In all districts where
fruit fly is known to exist, owners of
fruit trees are required to adopt control
measures for fruit fly according to the
Plant Diseases Act Regulations.
These provisions include:—
(1) The application of foliage baits
at six day intervals to all trees
carrying fruit, commencing six
weeks prior to maturity and for
two weeks after all friut has
been harvested. The bait to be
used consists of:—
1 oz. sodium fluosilicate.
2J lb. white sugar.
4 gallons water.
Fruit juices may be included
if available.
Proprietary
mixtures
are
available such as Lurotox
and Beech's 109.
Should rain wash the bait off
the trees a further application is necessary.
(2) The gathering of all fallen fruit
and destroying by boiling or
other methods approved by the
Department. In the case of
soft fruits, fallen fruit should
be picked up at least once every
24 hours, and in the case of
other fruits at least once every
three days.
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Stud Stock Sales annually at Royal Show and
country centres. Fat Stock Sales at weekly
metropolitan markets and regularly at country
centres
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Consign yours to Goldsbroughs for inclusion in
the next sale. Best results. Prompt returns.
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MERCHANDISE

We have continuous and numerous inquiries for Grazing and Dairying Properties
in all districts . . . Send full particulars
if you wish to sell

DEPARTMENT

A vast range of Merchandise for Farm or Station and
Country Household use Is available Including Home Lighting Plants, Stationary Engines, Hot water Systems,
Kerosene-heated Coppers, 32-volt Electric Appliances,
Shearing Requisites, "Hexagam" Sheep Dip, Rabbit Baits,
"Sternol" (British) Lubricating Oils, "Mag-o-tol" Blow-fly
Repellant, "Top Form" Veterinary Remedies, "Phen-omort" for Worms In Stock, etc., etc.

VETERINARY

VI VIS/0 At

Fully qualified Veterinary Officer, Mr. H. T. Carroll,
B.V.Sc, H.D.A., is available to help you with your
veterinary problems . . . Your requests for help
promptly attended to
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Agents for Western Assurance Company
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1 to 4 lb. per tree, or by the application
of a Bordeaux spray.
(c) Manganese Deficiency.—W h e r e
symptoms of manganese deficiency are
present on citrus trees, the following
spray may be applied:—
Manganese Sulphate: 4 lb.
Washing Soda: 4 lb.
Water: 40 gallons.

NUTRITIONAL SPRAYS
These include sprays containing zinc,
copper, or manganese, and for citrus
trees may be applied during the a u t u m n
flush of growth in April as an alternative to spring applications to remedy
various deficiency symptoms t h a t a p pear.
(a) Zinc Deficiency.—Mottle leaf and
little leaf are typical symptoms of zinc
deficiency. Sprays which may be a p plied to overcome this condition are:—
(i) Zinc Oxide: 3 lb.
White Spraying Oil: \ gallon.
Water: 100 gallons.
(ii) Zinc Sulphate: 4 lb.
Lime: 4 lb.
Water: 40 gallons.

PICKING MATURITY OF
GRANNY SMITHS
Granny Smiths are susceptible to
superficial scald during cold storage. I n
an attempt to overcome this physiological trouble medium sized fruit
should be chosen and picked during the
last week in April. Reject fruit showing any sign of sunburn as this fruit
has a tendency to scald easily.
Oil wraps are essential for all Granny
Smith apples intended for storage or
export as these wraps assist in the prevention of "scald."

(b) Copper Deficiency.—Copper deficiency or Exanthema may be treated
by the application of copper sulphate
or bluestone to the soil at the rate of

WARNING
to

Superphosphate Users
There is an acute shortage of cornsacks this season.
Farmers should protect their interests by sending in any
good bags for their Superphosphate. These should be clearly
labelled with sender's name and address, marked "Returned
empties," and consigned to the Works from which the
Superphosphate has been ordered.
If taking their orders in two or more parts, tip out the first
part under cover and send the bags back for refilling.
60/9 per dozen will be allowed by Superphosphate
Manufacturers for all bags for refilling
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Cuming Smith & Mt. Lyell Farmers' Fertilisers Limited
133 ST. GEORGE'S TERRACE
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